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For the past 2,000 years people from every nation and
people group have been getting free from the things
that enslave them through the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus is
not just some religious figure who lived a long time ago,
and in a far off land. He is alive today—the Son of God
with all authority in heaven and on earth. Since He is still
alive He still has the power to help those who call to Him
in their need.

Jesus Rescues

Jesus and his disciples went across the lake to
the region of the Gerasenes. When Jesus got
out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came
from the graveyard to meet him. This man
lived in the graveyard, and no one could tie
him up anymore, not even with a chain. For he
had often been
chained hand
and foot, but he
tore the chains
apart and broke
the irons on his
feet. No one was
strong enough
to subdue him. Night and day among the
tombs and in the hills he would cry out and
cut himself with stones.

When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and
fell on his knees in front of him. He shouted at
the top of his voice, “What do you want with
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me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God's
name don't torture me!” For Jesus had said to
him, “Come out of this man, you impure spirit!”

Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

“My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are
many.” And he begged Jesus again and again
not to send them out of the area.

A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby
hillside. The demons begged Jesus, “Send us
among the pigs; allow us to go into them.”
He gave them permission, and the impure
spirits came out and went into the pigs. The
herd, about two thousand in number, rushed
down the steep bank into the lake and were
drowned.

Those tending the pigs ran off and reported
this in the town and countryside, and the
people went out to see what had happened.
When they came to Jesus, they saw the man
who had been possessed by the legion of
demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right
mind; and they were afraid. Those who had
seen it told the people what had happened to
the demon-possessed man—and told about
the pigs as well. Then the people began to
plead with Jesus to leave their region.

As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man
who had been demon-possessed begged to
go with him. Jesus did not let him, but said,



Jesus Can Set You Free ‘ 7

“Go home to your own people and tell them
how much the Lord has done for you, and
how he has had mercy on you.” So the man
went away and began to tell in the Decapolis
how much Jesus had done for him. And all the
people were amazed (Mark 5:1-20).

Have Mercy on Me!

As Jesus approached &

sitting by the roadside

begging. When he

heard the crowd going

by, he asked what was

happening. They told

him, “Jesus of Nazareth
is passing by.”

He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy
on me!”

Those who led the way rebuked him and told
him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more,
“Son of David, have mercy on me!”

Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be

brought to him. When he came near, Jesus

asked him, “What do you want me to do for
you?”

“Lord, | want to see,” he replied.
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Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your

faith has healed you.” Immediately he received

his sight and followed Jesus, praising God.

When all the people saw it, they also praised
God (Luke 18:35-43).

Asking For Mercy

God loves when people
call out to Him for mercy.
Human pride does not
want to ask God for
mercy. We want to earn
everything we get, but
w hen a person humbles
themselves and realize
they could never earn
the mercy they need,
they find the true help
they need in God. The Bible is full of sinners who realize
they need this help from God. Not least of these sinners
was King David, who wrote this prayer to God:

Fig 3. James Tissot, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

(Written after Nathan the prophet had come

to inform David of God's judgment against

him because of his adultery with Bathsheba,
and his murder of Uriah, her husband.)

O loving and kind God, have mercy. Have pity
upon me and take away the awful stain of my
transgressions. Oh, wash me, cleanse me from
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this guilt. Let me be pure again. For | admit my
shameful deed—it haunts me day and night.
It is against you and you alone | sinned and
did this terrible thing. You saw it all, and your
sentence against me is just. But | was born
a sinner, yes, from the moment my mother
conceived me. You deserve honesty from the
heart; yes, utter sincerity and truthfulness. Oh,
give me this wisdom.

Sprinkle me with the cleansing blood and
| shall be clean again. Wash me and | shall
be whiter than snow. And after you have
punished me, give me back my joy again.
Don't keep looking at my sins—erase them
from your sight. Create in me a new, clean
heart, O God, filled with clean thoughts and
right desires. Don't toss me aside, banished
forever from your presence. Don't take your
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me again the
joy of your salvation, and make me willing to
obey you. Then | will teach your ways to other
sinners, and they—quilty like me—uwiill repent
and return to you. Don’t sentence me to death.
O my God, you alone can rescue me. Then |
will sing of your forgiveness, for my lips will be
unsealed—oh, how | will praise you.

You don't want penance; if you did, how gladly

| would do it! You aren't interested in offerings

burned before you on the altar. It is a broken

spirit you want—remorse and penitence. A

broken and a contrite heart, O God, you will
not ignore.
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Reaching Out

When Jesus had again crossed over by boat
to the other side of the lake, a large crowd
gathered around him while he was by the lake.
Then one of the synagogue leaders, named
Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell
at his feet. He pleaded earnestly with him, “My
little daughter is dying. Please come and put
your hands on her so that she will be healed
and live.” So Jesus went with him.

A large crowd followed and pressed around
him. And a woman was there who had been
subject to bleeding for twelve years. She had
suffered a great deal under the care of many
doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead
of getting better she grew worse. When she
heard about Jesus, she came up behind him
in the crowd and touched his cloak, because
she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, | will be
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healed.” Immediately her bleeding stopped
and she felt in her body that she was freed
from her suffering.

At once Jesus realized that power had gone
out from him. He turned around in the crowd
and asked, “Who touched my clothes?”

“You see the people crowding against you,”
his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask,
‘Who touched me?'”

But Jesus kept looking around to see who

had done it. Then the woman, knowing what

had happened to her, came and fell at his feet

and, trembling with fear, told him the whole

truth. He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has

healed you. Go in peace and be freed from
your suffering.”

While Jesus was still speaking, some people
came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue
leader. “Your daughter is dead,” they
said. “Why bother the teacher anymore?”

Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him,
“Don't be afraid; just believe.”

He did not let anyone follow him except Peter,
James and John the brother of James. When
they came to the home of the synagogue
leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with people
crying and wailing loudly. He went in and
said to them, “Why all this commotion and
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wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.” But
they laughed at him.

After he put them all out, he took the child’s
father and mother and the disciples who were
with him, and went in where the child was. He
took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha
koum!” (which means “Little girl, | say to you,
get up!”). Immediately the girl stood up and
began to walk around (she was twelve years
old). At this they were completely astonished.
He gave strict orders not to let anyone
know about this, and told them to give her
something to eat (Mark 5:21-43).

Jesus’ Job Description

Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went
into the synagogue, as was his custom. He
stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he
found the place where it is written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom
for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,



Jesus Can Set You Free ‘ 13

to proclaim the year of the Lord'’s favor.”

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the

attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone

in the synagogue were fastened on him. He

began by saying to them, “Today this scripture
is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:16-21).

Come to Me

At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father,

Lord of heaven and earth, because you

have hidden these things from the wise and

learned, and revealed them to little children.

Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased
to do.

“All things have been committed to me by

my Father. No one knows the Son except the

Father, and no one knows the Father except

the Son and those to whom the Son chooses
to reveal him.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my
burden is light” (Matthew 11:25-30).
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Calming the Storm

That day when evening came, he said to his
disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.”
Leaving the crowd behind, they took him
along, just as he was, in the boat. There were
also other boats with him. A furious squall
came up, and the waves broke over the boat,
so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in
the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples
woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you
care if we drown?”

He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the
waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died
down and it was completely calm.

He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid?
Do you still have no faith?”

They were terrified and asked each other,
“Who is this? Even the wind and the waves
obey him!” (Mark 4:35-41).

Paying Our Price

Over 700 years before the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem the
prophet Isaiah explained God’s amazing plan for His Son.
The plan that Jesus came to fulfill was to offer His perfect
life as a sacrifice for the sins of everyone who would put
their trust in Him. Isaiah prophesied this:
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See, my Servant will act wisely; he will be
raised and lifted up and highly exalted.

Just as there were many who were appalled

at him—his appearance was so disfigured

beyond that of any human beingand his form

marred beyond human likeness—so he will

sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut
their mouths because of him.

For what they were not told, they will see,
and what they have not heard, they will
understand.

Who has believed our message and to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
and like a root out of dry ground. He had no
beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing
in his appearance that we should desire him.

He was despised and rejected by mankind, a
man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like
one from whom people hide their faces he
was despised, and we held him in low esteem.

Surely he took up our pain and bore our

suffering, yet we considered him punished

by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he

was pierced for our transgressions, he was

crushed for our iniquities; the punishment

that brought us peace was on him, and by his
wounds we are healed.
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We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us
has turned to our own way; and the Lord has
laid on him the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not

open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the

slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is
silent, so he did not open his mouth.

By oppression and judgment he was taken
away.

Yet who of his generation protested? For he
was cut off from the land of the living; for the
transgression of my people he was punished.

He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and
with the rich in his death, though he had done
no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.

Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and

cause him to suffer, and though the Lord

makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his

offspring and prolong his days, and the will of
the Lord will prosper in his hand.

After he has suffered, he will see the light of

life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my

righteous servant will justify many, and he will
bear their iniquities.

Therefore | will give him a portion among
the great, and he will divide the spoils with
the strong, because he poured out his life
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unto death, and was numbered with the
transgressors.

For he bore the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors
(Isaiah 52:13-53:12).

700 years later we find that this “Servant” of God came
and actually fulfilled these things. That Servant is Jesus
of Nazareth who died on a cross, not for His own sins or
crimes, and not against His will, but as a willing sacrifice.
His perfect life in place of guilty lives:

It was nine in the morning when they crucified
him. The written notice of the charge against
him read: the king of the jews.

They crucified two rebels with him, one on his
right and one on his left. Those who passed
by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads
and saying, “So! You who are going to destroy
the temple and build it in three days, come
down from the cross and save yourself!” In the
same way the chief priests and the teachers of
the law mocked him among themselves. “He
saved others,” they said, “but he can't save
himself! Let this Messiah, this king of Israel,
come down now from the cross, that we may
see and believe.” Those crucified with him also
heaped insults on him.

At noon, darkness came over the whole land
until three in the afternoon. And at three in the
afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi,
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Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).

When some of those standing near heard this,
they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.”

Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine

vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus

to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if
Elijah comes to take him down,” he said.

With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.

The curtain of the temple was torn in two from
top to bottom. And when the centurion, who
stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died,
he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”

Some women were watching from a distance.
Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the
mother of James the younger and of Joseph,
and Salome. In Galilee these women had
followed him and cared for his needs. Many
other women who had come up with him to
Jerusalem were also there.

It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before
the Sabbath). So as evening approached,
Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of
the Council, who was himself waiting for the
kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and
asked for Jesus’ body. Pilate was surprised to
hear that he was already dead. Summoning the
centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already



Jesus Can Set You Free ‘ 19

died. When he learned from the centurion
that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. So
Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down
the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed
it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a
stone against the entrance of the tomb. Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph
saw where he was laid (Mark 15:25-47).

But the death of Jesus was not the end of the story! God
said in the Psalms that if a truly perfect person ever lived
on earth that He would not let their body decay after
death. Three days and three nights after His death, just
before decay would set into the human body, God raised
Jesus from the dead:

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day
of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to look at the tomb.

There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of

the Lord came down from heaven and, going

to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on

it. His appearance was like lightning, and his

clothes were white as snow. The guards were

so afraid of him that they shook and became
like dead men.

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid,
for | know that you are looking for Jesus, who
was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just
as he said. Come and see the place where he
lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He
has risen from the dead and is going ahead of
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you into Galilee. There you will see him.” Now
| have told you.”

So the women hurried away from the tomb,
afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell
his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them.
“Greetings,” he said. They came to him,
clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and
tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they
will see me” (Matthew 28:1-10).

Returning to the Father

Jesus continued: “There was a man who had

two sons. The younger one said to his father,

‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he
divided his property between them.

“Not long after that, the younger son got
together all he had, set off for a distant country
and there squandered his wealth in wild living.
After he had spent everything, there was a
severe famine in that whole country, and he
began to be in need. So he went and hired
himself out to a citizen of that country, who
sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed
to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs
were eating, but no one gave him anything.
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired servants have food



Jesus Can Set You Free ‘ 21

to spare, and here | am starving to death! |

will set out and go back to my father and say

to him: Father, | have sinned against heaven

and against you. | am no longer worthy to

be called your son; make me like one of your

hired servants.” So he got up and went to his
father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father

saw him and was filled with compassion for

him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around
him and kissed him.

“The son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned
against heaven and against you. | am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick!

Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a

ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring

the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast

and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead

and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So
they began to celebrate.

“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field.
When he came near the house, he heard music
and dancing. So he called one of the servants
and asked him what was going on. ‘Your
brother has come,” he replied, ‘and your father
has killed the fattened calf because he has
him back safe and sound.’ “The older brother
became angry and refused to go in. So his
father went out and pleaded with him. But he
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answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I've

been slaving for you and never disobeyed your

orders. Yet you never gave me even a young

goat so | could celebrate with my friends. But

when this son of yours who has squandered

your property with prostitutes comes home,
you kill the fattened calf for him!’

“My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with

me, and everything | have is yours. But we had

to celebrate and be glad, because this brother

of yours was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found” (Luke 15:11-32).

This same Jesus invites you to come home to God the
Father. Call to Him because He can set you free.
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JESUS CAN SET YOU FREE

For centuries around the globe, ‘those - who
call on the name of Jesus have-found:freedom
and deliverance from their darkest-fears,--most
shameful secrets, and more. Even:today,-Jesus-is
still the only true answer-to be-set-free-from:the
things that enslave us. Not only does He show:-us
mercy and compassion, but through His sacrifice
and forgiveness, we are set free from-our bondage
to truly live.

Compiled of stories from the Bible, we hope that
this little booklet will speak for-itself as it highlights
the compassion of Jesus, the mercy of Jesus, and
the love of Jesus.

As you read through Jesus Can:Set You Free, we
hope that you will be inspired to-follow Jesus with
your whole self, no matter what-part of the journey
you are on. May the Lord blessyouasyou-seek-Him:




